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DETAILED ACTION 

— This is a first office action-for applicationSerialNorl 0/78 l7l83 filed FebTuafy 18720047 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 34-42 are objected to because of the following informalities: the scope of the 
claimed invention is confusing. It is confusing whether applicant claims a power hub itself or 
in combination with "a movable outdoor article and "a input power receptacle". 

_In,thesexlaims, the phrase "incorporated-in a/said movable outdoor article" (claim 34r^ 
lines 1 and 6), "input power receptacle" (claims 1 and 42), "vertically displaced" (claim 36), 
"additional electrical outlet" (claim 37), "an electrical connector" (claims 38-39), and "electrical 
cord" and "circuit interrupter" (claims 40-41) merely recites the power hub positively related to 
the "movable outdoor article" and other elements. If applicant attempts to claim a power hub 
itself, all structural limitations of the power hub should be functionally recited as relative to those 
elements not part of the power hub such as the "movable outdoor article" /'electrical connector", 
"electrical cord", and "a circuit interrupter". 

Due to the confusion, the claims have been treated as a combination. 

Z Claims 9-10, 13-14, 30-31 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Regard to claims 9-10, the phrase "a movable door attached to said pole" appears to read 

"a movable door attached to said power hub" since the drawing only shows the door attached to 

hub but not to the pole. 

Regard to claims 13 and 30, "an electrical outlet" is confusing whether it is the'same 

electrical outlet on the hub as previously defined in claims 1 or 19, or it is an additional electrical 
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x outlet on at least one other pole sections? If the same, it should read "said electrical outlet". If 
~diffeWt7it^houldTead "alfaliditiolwl^le^tncal^tlet" in^fdeTto provide a proper antecedent 
basis to distinguish the different between them. 

Regard to claims 14 and 31, the phrase "at least two of said vertical sections including an 
electrical outlet" is confusing whether these electrical outlets including the electrical outlet 
mounted on the hub as previously defined in claim 1 or 19? A proper antecedent basis is 

-required: ; — — " — — — 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Bilotti et al. 
(US Patent application Rublication. No. 2004/0100791) .. 

Bilotti et al. show and disclose a patio pole umbrella being used as an movable outdoor 
furniture article, the patio pole umbrella comprising an umbrella canopy, a pole (16) for 
supporting the canopy, the pole being inherently supported to be movable to various locations, a 
power hub (22) being affixed to the pole above the base and by a eight of at least 3 inches from 
the ground surface, the power hub (22) being a battery house having an electrical outlet to 
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receive a plug (90) at one end of electrical wire (26) for supplying electricity to the lightings 
_(12).on.the.umbrella. 



5. Claims 1 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Walker et al. 
(US Patent No.5,9 11,493). 

Walker et al. show and disclose a patio pole umbrella being used as an movable outdoor 
mmimr e^rticle,,the patio pole.umbrella comprising:- a pole ( 12) -for supporting an imibre 
canopy, the pole being inherently supported to be movable in various locations, a power hub (14) 
affixed to the pole, the power hub (14) including a plurality of electrical outlets (24) for 
supplying electricity to the electrical lightings (32), wherein the electrical outlet (24) receives 
electrical power through an internal electrical connection including electrical cords (26) 
extending through inside of the pole, the electrical cords capably connected to an input power 
receptacle incorporated with the pole. 

6. Claims 1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 19, 24-25, 29-30, 34, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 

as being anticipated by Wheaton (US Patent No. 6,209,147) . 

Wheaton shows and discloses an outdoor umbrella being used as an movable outdoor 

furniture article, the patio pole umbrella comprising: an umbrella canopy (120), a pole (152) 
supporting the umbrella canopy, the pole having a plurality of vertical sections (152, 122) and 
being supported by a base (i.e., 50) which is capably rested on a surface and is movably not 
permanently fixed in a single location, the upper portion of the lower pole section providing a 
power hub affixed to the upper pole section (152), the power hub including an electrical outlets 
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(144) for supplying electricity to the electrical device (146), the pole including an input power 
receptacle~(29) to receive an electrical cord~(r40) to applyelectrical power such as conventional - " 
AC power to the electrical outlet (144). 

7. Claims 19-21, 24-25, and 28-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Gugel et al. (US Patent No. 5,584,357) . 

Gugel et air teach a movable ladder being used as an mo vable'outdoor furniture" article:™" 
the ladder comprising more than one sections including base supports (104, 106, 108, 1 10) to be 
resting on a surface, an input power receptacle (272) located along the bottom portion of one 
section of the ladder and vertically upwardly from the surface more than 3 inches for receiving 
electrical power such as AC power source, and a electrical plate located on the upper portion of 
the section having two electrical outlet sockets (274) providing electrical outlets located at a 
different vertical height arranged in the electrical plate for providing electrical power to external 
devices such as power tools without the need for extending electrical cords along the height of 
the ladder, whereby a person is allowed to removably plug an extension cord into power 
receptacle (272) inherently by an electrical connector (not shown) to provide electrical power 
such as AC power to the power receptacle (272) and to energize the upper electrical outlet (274), 
and the power receptacle and the electrical outlet sockets are electrically coupled together by 
sealed conduits (see col. 7 lines 6-14), and the input power receptacle (272) and the electrical 
outlet (274) are considered to be incorporated in the furniture article. 
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8. Claims 19-21, 24-25, and 28-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
-by Zamarin (EP Nor085 171 78): 

Zamarin teaches a movable a sunshade device, such as an umbrella, being used as an 
movable outdoor furniture article, comprising (see Fig. 5) : a canopy (1 2 or 107), a pole (4 or 
106) supporting the canopy, the pole (4 or 106) having a base (1 or 102) resting on a ground 
surface, an input power receptacle (20 or 105) located on the base and vertically upwardly at 
-least-more than-3 inches from the ground surface for receiving electrical power," and an electrical" 
outlet (115) provided on upper portion of the pole for providing electrical power to external 
devices such as household appliances (see col. 5, lines 50-54), wherein an electrical connector 
(21) is connected to an electrical cord (22 or 104) to be removablly plugged into the input power 
receptacle (105) for provide electrical power such as AC power to the input power receptacle, 
whereby and the power receptacle and the electrical outlet are electrically coupled by internal 
connections such as internal electrical wires (108), and the input power receptacle (105) and the 
electrical outlet (1 15) are considered to be incorporated in the furniture article. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. * The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all - 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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10. Claims 2-4, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bilotti 
etalr 4 791-or Walker "etalr'493 as appliedtoclainTl^bove, andfurtHeTiirviev^ofZamarin^ 
al.(EP 851,178). 

The claims are considered to be met by Bilotti et al. or Walker et al. as explained and 
applied set forth above rejections except either Bilotti et al. or Walker et al. does not define the 
outdoor article, the umbrella, having an input power receptacle formed on the pole for receiving 
-external electrical power by a removable electrical connector as claimed" Zamafinet^lrteaches" 
an outdoor article, an umbrella lamp, comprising a pole (4 or 106) having a base (1 or 102) 
resting on a ground surface, a electrical connection (see Fig. 2) would have an input power 
receptacle (20 or 105) located on the base, an electrical cord (22) having one end inherently 
connected with an electrical connector (no number) to be plugged into a conventional AC power 
inlet, and another end being connected with an electrical connector (21) to be removablly 
plugged into the input power receptacle (20) for providing electrical power therein, whereby and 
the power receptacle and the electrical outlet are electrically coupled by internal connections 
such as internal electrical wires (108). It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the 
art, at the time the invention was made, to modify the outdoor article of Bilotti et al. or Walker et 
al. having the pole formed with at least one input power receptacle and an electrical connector 
connected with an electrical cord being removablly plugged into the input power receptacle to 
provide an electrical power therein as taught by Zamarin et al. for providing removable electrical 
power connection to the outdoor article such that the outdoor article can be moved easily as 
desired. 
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Regard to claim 7, although Bilotti et al. or Walker et al. does not specifically define the 
outdoor article,- the umbrellar havingthepole being supported bya~ base resting on a surface and" 
the pole having a plurality of sections being connected one to another as claimed. Zamarin et al. 
further teaches, as old and well known in the art, an outdoor article comprising a pole (4) being 
supported by a base (1) resting one a ground surface and the input receptacle (20) being 
positioned vertically upward from the surface. It would have been obvious to one ordinary, 
skill in the art r aMhe time the invention was made,- to modify the outdoor article'of Bilotti'ef alr~ 
or Walker et al. having the pole being supported by a base, as old and well known in the art, as 
taught by Zamarin et al. for removably supporting and erecting the pole on a vertical position 
that resting on a desirable position on a surface. 

11. Claims 19-21, 25, 29-30, 34, 36, 38-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bilotti et al. '791 or Walker et al. '493, in view of Zamarin et al. (EP No. 
851,1 78) for the same reasons set forth above rejections. 

12. Claims 19-21, 24-25, 28-34, and 36-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Woolford (US Patent No. 5,776,559) in view of Zamarin et al. (EP No. 
851,178). 

Woolford shows and.discloses an artificial tree capable to be an movable outdoor 
furniture article, comprising: a pole (22) having a plurality of vertical sections (12) being 
removably connected together, the pole being supported by a base (5) to be rested on a surface, 
said each vertical section providing as a power hub, at least one electrical socket (14) disposed 
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on each vertical section/power hub of the pole to provide an electrical outlet for supplying 
"electricity to the lightings on the ^ 
a different vertical height along the pole and at least the lower one is vertically displaced 
upwardly from the ground by a height at least more then 3 inches, a wire cord (7) connecting the 
lower electrical outlet (14) and a electrical connector (10) for providing an electrical power to 
the electrical outlet (14), the electrical connector (10) being plugged into a conventional wall 
-AG-power source (8) r and the pole further includes an intemal electrical connection" including a 
plug (24) and socket (25) between each two vertical sections being physically connected to 
provide electrical power to the electrical outlets, and the article is removable in variety positions. 
Woolford does not specifically define the article including an input power receptacle and the 
wire cord having an electrical connector removably plugged into the input power receptacle, and 
a circuit interrupter connected therebetween as claimed. Zamarin et al. teaches an outdoor 
article, an umbrella lamp, comprising a pole (4 of 106) having a base (1 or 102) resting on a 
ground surface, a electrical connection (see Fig. 2) would have an input power receptacle (20 or 
105) located on the base, an electrical cord (22) having one end inherently connected with an 
electrical connector (no number) to be plugged into a conventional AC power inlet, and another 
end being connected with an electrical connector (21) to be removablly plugged into the input 
power receptacle (20) for providing electrical power therein, whereby and the power receptacle 
and the electrical outlet are electrically coupled by internal connections such as internal electrical 
wires (108). It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to modify the outdoor article of Woolford having the pole formed with at 
least one input power receptacle and an electrical connector connected with an electrical cord 



Application/Control Number: 10/781,183 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3637 

being removablly plugged into the input power receptacle to provide an electrical power therein 
as" taught by" Zam ari rTet a 1 Tfor providing removableelectrical power connectiorTto~the outdoor 
article such that the outdoor article can be moved easily as desired. Woolford does not 
specifically define the article including an input power receptacle and the wire cord having an 
electrical connector removably plugged into the input power receptacle, and a circuit interrupter 
connected therebetween as claimed. 



13. Claims 1 1, and 14-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Walker et al. '493 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Woolford '559. 

The claims are considered to meet by Walker et al. as explained and applied set forth 
above rejections except that Walker et al. do not define the outdoor article, the umbrella, having 
a plurality of electrical outlets positioned at a different vertical height along the pole being 
covered by a movable door attached to the movable outdoor furniture article, and the pole having 
a plurality of sections being connected by internal electrical connectors therebetween. 
Woolford teaches an movable outdoor article, an electrical tree, comprising a pole having a 
plurality of sections (12) being connected one to another in a vertical arrangement, each section 
having at least one electrical outlet (14) for providing electricity to an electrical device such as 
lighting (4), and each two adjacent sections having electrical connectors including a female 
electrical socket (25) and a male electrical plug (24) being physically connected each another 
respectively for providing electrical power to the electrical outlet along the sections. It would 
have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the umbrella of Walker et al. having the pole formed by a plurality of sections having electrical 
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outlets and being connected one to another by electrical connectors as taught by Woolford for 
providing electricalxonnections connecting^^ power to the 

electrical outlets respectively. 

14. Claims 9, 26, and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wheaton'147 as applied to claims 1-2, 19, and 34 above, and further in view of Gladsden et al. 
(USPatent-No.-3,215,831) . — 

The claims are considered to be met by Wheaton as explained and applied set forth above 
rejections except Wheaton does not define the electrical outlet being covered by a movable door 
attached to the movable outdoor furniture article. Gladsden et al. teach an outdoor article, a 
outdoor lamp, comprising a power hub (22) mounted on a pole (14), the power hub having at 
least one socket (24) providing an electrical outlet for providing power to an external device, and 
the hub having a movable door pivotally attached to the hub for providing weathertight covering 
to the electrical socket. It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art, at the time 
the invention was made, to modify the outdoor article, an outdoor umbrella, having movable 
doors pivotally attached to the article adjacent the electrical outlet as taught by Gladsden et la. 
for covering and providing environmental protection and safety protection to the electrical outlet. 

15. Claims 22 -2 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gugel et al. 
'357 or Zamarin et al. (EP Patent No. 851,178) as applied to claim 19 above, and further in view 
of Kildow (US Patent No.6,070,808). 
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The claims are considered to meet by Zamarin et al. or Gugel et al. as explained and 
applied set forth above rejections except either Zamarin et alror Gugel et^lrdo^s^rdefin^tHe — 
electrical connector is connected to the electrical cord including a circuit interrupter which 
expressively to be a ground fault circuit interrupter as claimed. Kildow teach an outdoor 
article, an outdoor mobile cleaning apparatus (10), comprising an input power receptacle (76) 
having an electrical connector being connected to the input power receptacle, the connector is 
connected to an electrical cord (18) and including a ground fault circuit interrupter (20) as— — 
claimed for enhancing operator safety. It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the 
art, at the time the invention was made, to modify the outdoor article, a sunshade, of Zamarin et 
al. or Gugel et al. or Woolford having an electrical connector for being introduced into the input 
power receptacle to provide electrical power therein, wherein the electrical connector which is 
connected with electrical cord and a ground fault circuit interrupter as taught by Kildow for 
providing outdoor electrical operator safety. 

16. Claims 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gugel et al. 
'357 or Zamarin et al. (EP Patent No. 851,178) as applied to claim 19 above, and further in view 
of Gladsden et al. (US Patent No. 3,215,831). 

The claims are considered to be met by Zamarin et al. or Gugel et al. as explained and 
applied set forth above rejections except either Zamarin et al. or Gugel et al. does not define the 
electrical outlet or the input power receptacle being covered by a movable door attached to the 
movable outdoor furniture article. Gladsden et al. teach an outdoor article, a outdoor lamp, 
comprising a power hub (22) mounted on a pole (14), the power hub having at least one socket 
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(24) providing an electrical outlet for providing power to an external device, and the hub having 
a movable door pivotally attached to the hub for providing weathertight coveri 
socket. It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention 
was made, to modify the outdoor article, a sunshade, of Zamarin et al. or Gugel et al. having 
movable doors pivotally attached to the article adjacent the electrical outlet or the input power 
receptacle as taught by Gladsden et la. for covering and providing environmental protection and 
-safety protection to the electrical outlet or-input power receptacle.- — 

1 7. Claims 1 0, 27, and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bilotti et al. '791 or Walker et al. '493, or Woolford in view of Zamarin et al. (EP Patent No. 
851,178) as applied to claims 1-2, 19, or 34 above, and further in view of Gladsden et al. '831 for 
the same reasons set forth above rejection. 

18. Claims 5-6, 22-23, and 40-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bilotti et al. '791 or Walker et al. '493, or Woolford in view of Zamarin et al. (EP Patent 
No. 851,178) as applied to claim 1-3, 19-20, 34 and 38 above, and further in view of Kildow 
(US Patent No.6,070,808) for the same reasons set for above rejection. 

Citations 

1 9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Kueibs '713 teaches an umbrella having a power hub having an electrical device, an 
electrical switch as similar to the claimed invention. Vest '535 teaches a hub having a door for 
covering electrical lamp therein. Devicaris '857 teaches a movable outdoor furniture article 
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having a plurality of electrical outlets and electrical connectors for providing electrical power to 
the electrical outlets-as similar to the claimed invention: 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Winnie Yip whose telephone number is 703-308-2491. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30-6:30), Second Monday off. 
____If attempts to reach the examiner-by telephone are unsuccessful^ the examiner's— 



organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Inquiry Contacts 



supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on 703-308-2486. The fax phone number for the 




Winnie (Vip 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3637 



wsy 

November 23, 2004 



